The passive voice: Practice upper-intermediate - p. 1 The passive voice: Practice upper-intermediate - p. 2

1 Putinto the correct active or passive form. 2 He put off the meeting.

1 She promised him @ boOK. e
HE oottt 3 They picked the students up from the school.

2 They will take her to hospital tOMOITOW. e
S ettt et a et ee 4 PoorJohn! A drunk driver ran him over.

3 You cannot expect children to understand these ProDLEMS. e
CRILATEN ettt bbb 5 We must go into this matter.

4 NoO-0ne has climbed this MOUNTAIN De Ore. ettt nee
THIS MOUNTAIN <.eovviieniieeieeiiciieesesie sttt 6 Look how well they have brought up those children.

5 Hedisappeared and no-one has SEeN NiM again. e
He disappeared and .........ccecveviririeieieneeeeeese et 7 Be careful what you say, as they will take down all your words.

6 | wastold the latest news by a friend this MOMMING. e
AFTIENA ettt ettt et

7  Have you ever been called a fool before? 3 Interrogative form. Put these questions into the passive.
i - L SPT 1 Is somebody picking you up tonight?

8 She was recommended a NEW dOCEOr DY Ner fTIENA. e e et e e — e e —e e e te e bae e baeaabbeenabe e bbeaataeebaeebaeebeeentaeearas
HEr fHIENd oottt e aa e e e ta e e e aree s 2 Did they give up the search after three hours?

9  Were you offered the Job [ tOLd YOU @bDOUL? e e e e et e e e e e —e et te e te et e e aate e et e earteeatee e tee e teeantaeenres
D e e e e e e e et e e e ba e e e e raeeennraaeas 3 Did anyone send you the photograph which they promised you?

10 Were you Qiven €nOUGN SUGAr? e e e a—e e —e e —e e e e e teeatee e —ee e tee e teeatee e teeateeateensteearreereearaeans
D et et e be e s be e e be e ebeeebeeeabeeeareas 4 Can we solve the problem?

11 People will show the VISITOr the NeW DUILAINGS. e e e et e et e e e bt e e te e e tee e beeastaeasteeasteessseesstessrseessseassseesssesseeanseeans
TRE VISIEOT ittt ettt et ettt e e s e e s e e beenseenseeneas 5 Are you going to tell her the whole truth?

12 Someone will tell you What time The train LEaVES. e e e — e te e et e e et e e e te e e bt e e taeatee e beeateensteearreereeanraeans
Y OU ittt ettt ettt e et e et e e et b e e e e tae e e e bae e e e baaa e e taeeenbaeeearaeeeaabaeeeanraneanns 6 Did anyone ask you any questions?

13 Someone ordered the prisONErs t0 STANA UP. e e — et e e —e et e et e e e —ee e tee e bt e e teeateeaaee e teennteeareeereeareeans
THE PrISONEIS ettt et e et e e e vee e s ae e e s earee e s sseeessaeeennns

14 | want someone to answer the phone call. 4 Passive with reporting verbs. Put the following sentences into the passive.
FWANT e 1 People claim the Mona Lisa is the world's most famous painting.

The MONA LiSA  ceeieieeiieeee ettt ettt ettt s be e s e e sneeeas

Passive with verbs + preposition. Change these sentences into the passive. 2 Experts believe it was a portrait of a nobleman.

1 They will send for you when the boss arrives. L IS ettt ettt ettt e e e e e ee e et e e e e ta e e e e ba e e e e abeeeearaeeeanbaeeeeraeeenaaaeanns

........................................................................................................................ 3 They say her smile hides a secret.
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Many believe it is Leonardo’s masterpiece.

LB 1S ettt et ettt et et e e et e et e e e e e e e e e ————————ttteetteeeeeeetaetaetraaaaaa e ——————————tteeeeeeeeeees

Scientists know he was a wonderful engineer too.

H 1S ettt et e e et e et e e e e e e e e et a et e et eeeeeeeeeeseeereasaaaaaaannnnnnnae

Historians think he was unhappy in old age.

H 1S ettt ettt et e e et e et e e e e e e e e e st eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnne

People think the fire started at about 8 o'clock.

T T ettt e et et e e e e e e e e e se e e e e e e s s eanaeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeas

They say experts are studying objects from a Spanish ship.
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They believe the ship was carrying gold bars.

THE SNID ettt e te e e be e et e e ba e e baeebaeeas

Rewrite the sentences in a different way.
You can only see these particles through a microscope.

TheSE PAMTICLES ettt ste e s be e e be e sareeebaeens

People are using computers in all kinds of work.

L@0T 007010 ] 5T

You have to keep dangerous chemicals in a safe place.
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You should have left the laboratory unlocked.

Bl aT=R =] o Lo ] =1 (] YRR
We are unlikely to discover intelligent life on other planets.
INEELLIGENT LITE et ettt re e s re e e aee e

Three million people watch TV plays every week.

IV o = £ PR

The critics gave the play good reviews.

Bl 4128 01 U PRUR

A Greek architect is designing the new concert hall.

The NEW CONCEIT NALL cooeeeeeee e e eeeee e

Two million people have already seen the exhibition.

THE @XNTDITION eeeiiiiiieiieeiie ettt ettt et e e e e e e e e e aeaeeareeeeeeeseeees

They are going to knock down the old theatre.

THE OLd ThEALIE coeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeet ettt et e et e e e e e e e aee e e e eeeeseees
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They were still painting the walls when | Lleft.

The WaLlS oo

An American invented the laser.

THE LASEI oot eeeeeeaeaaas

They ought to mend the roof.

TE TOOT e e eeeenes

Brazil produces large quantities of coffee.

Large quantities ......ccccceeeereeeeeieeeeeeee e

Rewrite these sentences with the new beginnings.
No one ever uses this room.

THIS TOOM ettt e e e e e eeeeeeenee

This building is said to be 2,000 years old.

TREY e
The teacher made the class stay in after school.
The Class it

Was it a monkey that bit your finger?

WS YOU ittt re e et e eene e

They were mending the road all last week.

AllL last week the road  ......ooovvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees

They say the castle is 500 years old.

THE CASTLE e

The police ordered the crowds to move on.

THE CrOWAS ettt eeaeeeees

No one ever saw him again.

[ [T RRRRRRRRRRIN

Rembrandt painted this picture.

THiS PICLUIE o

No one ever discovered the identity of the murdered man.

The identity ..occeeceeeeeceeee e

Someone is painting our house.

B ettt ettt e e araanes

The painters decorated our house last week.

I ettt ettt ——rarraanes
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1 Putinto the correct active or passive form. 2 He put off the meeting.

1 She promised him a book. The meeting Was PUL OFf. ....eveeeeeeee et eeee e
He Was PromiSEd @ DOOK. ..e.veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseesseseseseeesseeseesesesseeseesaseeeseseseanens 5 They picked the students up from the school.

2 They will take her to hospital tomorrow. The students were picked up from the SChOOL ....cceeuveeeecieeee e,
She will be taken to hoSPital tOMOITOW. .....cveeveevieeecreereereeee ettt eneens 4 Poor John! A drunk driver ran him over.

3 You cannot expect children to understand these problems. Poor John! He was run over by @ drunk driver........c..cccveecieeeieencieeeieeciee e eevee e
Children cannot be expected to understand these problems. ..........ec.eeeveeeeeereereeennenn. 5 We must go into this matter.

4 No-one has climbed this mountain before. This matter must be gONe IN0. .....eeevieriiieiieee ettt
This mountain has not been climbed BEfore...............oveveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 6 Look how well they have brought up those children.

5 He disappeared and no-one has seen him again. Look how well those children have been brought up. ......ceeeveeeecieeieceeeeee e,
He disappeared and has not been Seen again. ............ccooevvveveeereeeereenseenesnennns 7 Be careful what you say, as they will take down all your words.

6 | was told the latest news by a friend this morning. Be careful what you say, as all your words will be taken down. .........cccceeeveviecierinnncne
A friend told me the latest news this MOMING. ...cceovveeriiiecieeeieeeeeeee e

7  Have you ever been called a fool before? 3 Interrogative form. Put these questions into the passive.
Has anyone ever called you a fool? / anyone called you a fool before? ........ccccvveeneneee. 1 Is somebody picking you up tonight?

8 She was recommended a new doctor by her friend. Are you being picked Up tONIGNL? ....ccueeiiieciieeie e
Her friend recommended her a NEW dOCLON........ceeeveeeeriiiieeeiee et 2 Did they give up the search after three hours?

9 Were you offered the job | told you about? Was the search given up after three NOUTS? ......ccveeecieeeieeeiee e
Did anyone offer you the job | told you about? .........cccveeieeierceereeeeeeee e 3 Did anyone send you the photograph which they promised you?

10 Were you given enough sugar? Were you sent the photograph which you were promised? .......c.cceceveevieeevreesceesveesnnenn
Did they give you enoUGh SUGAI? .......ceceereiereerierieeteeieereetesteseeesree e e seeesseesseenns 4 Can we solve the problem?

11 People will show the visitor the new buildings. (an the problem be SOIVEA? ......veeeieeie et e
The visitor will be shown the new buildings. ........ccoceeeeiernieniieniieeeeeee e 5 Are you going to tell her the whole truth?

12 Someone will tell you what time the train leaves. Is she going to be told the Whole truth? ........ccoovieeiiecieeeee e
You will be told what time the train leaves. ........ccccveeeeeieeeeiieeeeeee e 6 Did anyone ask you any questions?

13 Someone ordered the prisoners to stand up. Were you asked any QUESLIONS? ......cccueeeveerereerieesreesereesereesereesereeseeeesneesnesnseesssnens
The prisoners were ordered t0 StaNd UP.......c.veeeeeeieeieciieeeeeiee e e e e eveee e

14 | want someone to answer the phone call. 4 Passive with reporting verbs. Put the following sentences into the passive.
| want the phone call to be answered. ...........cccoevieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 1 People claim the Mona Lisa is the world's most famous painting.

The Mona Lisa is claimed to be the world's most famous painting..........ccecceeeveenneen.

Passive with verbs + preposition. Change these sentences into the passive. 2 Experts believe it was a portrait of a nobleman.

1 They will send for you when the boss arrives. It is believed it was a portrait of a nobleman. .........ccecceveeieiniinnieeee e,
You will be sent for when the b0SS ArriVeS. .....cccuveeceerieeerieecee e 3 They say her smile hides a secret.

Her smile is 5aid t0 hide @ SECIEt. ..ovvviiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e



The passive voice: Practice

upper-intermediate - p. 3

4

10

Many believe it is Leonardo’s masterpiece.

It is believed to be Leonardo’s MaSterPiECe. ...ccveevveeerreeeviieeciieereeeteeereeeteeeree e

Scientists know he was a wonderful engineer too.

He is known to have been a wonderful engineer t00. .......cccvereeerreerieenieecieeeie e

Historians think he was unhappy in old age.

He is thought to have been unhappy in 0ld age. .....ceeecveeeiieerieecreeee e

People think the fire started at about 8 o'clock.

The fire is thought to have started at about 8 0'clock. ....c.eeeeveeeciieeciiieiie e,

They say experts are studying objects from a Spanish ship.

Experts are said to be studying objects from a Spanish ship. .....cccceeeveeviiieniieecieenee.

They believe the ship was carrying gold bars.

The ship is believed to have been carrying gold bars. ........cccveeeveeeciieeceeeciee e,

Rewrite the sentences in a different way.
You can only see these particles through a microscope.

These particles can only be seen through a microscope. .......ccoveecveeecieeecieeecieeennenn.

People are using computers in all kinds of work.

Computers are being used in all kinds 0f WOTK. ....cccveeevieeiieeiiiecie e

You have to keep dangerous chemicals in a safe place.

Dangerous chemicals have to be kept in a safe place. ......ccceeveeeveeeriieenieerreeeieeee,

You should have left the laboratory unlocked.

The laboratory should have been left unlocked. ........cocvveeeeeiieeeciieeciecee e,
We are unlikely to discover intelligent life on other planets.
Intelligent Life is unlikely to be discovered on other planets. .......ccccocveeevveeveveennen.

Three million people watch TV plays every week.

TV plays are watched by three million people every Week. .......ccceeeevveeceeecieercreennnnnn.

The critics gave the play good reviews.

The play Was GiVEN GO0 FEVIEWS. .....ccueeevueeerrreerieeerteeerereesreeereeeseesseeesessseesseeas

A Greek architect is designing the new concert hall.

The new concert hall is being designed by a Greek architect. .......ccoceevveevvveennnn.

Two million people have already seen the exhibition.

The exhibition has already been seen by two million people. ......cccvevveeveveecrveennnn.

They are going to knock down the old theatre.

The old theatre is going to be knocked dOWN. ......cccvveeciieeceeeiieeeeeee e
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They were still painting the walls when | Lleft.

The walls were still being painted when | left. ................

An American invented the laser.

The laser was invented by an American. ........ccceeeveeeeveenns

They ought to mend the roof.

The roof ought to be mended.........ccoceeveeecveenieenieenieens

Brazil produces large quantities of coffee.

Large quantities of coffee are produced in Brazil. ..........

Rewrite these sentences with the new beginnings.
No one ever uses this room.

This room is never used by anyone. .........ccceeeveercveennenns

This building is said to be 2,000 years old.

They say this building is 2,000 years old. ........cceeevveenrenns
The teacher made the class stay in after school.
The class was made to stay in after school.......................

Was it a monkey that bit your finger?

Was your finger bitten by a monkey? ......cccceveeveiverinnns

They were mending the road all last week.

All last week the road was being mended....................

They say the castle is 500 years old.

The castle is said to be 500 years old. .......cccccveereveernnnns

The police ordered the crowds to move on.

The crowds were ordered t0 MOVE ON.....oeeveeueemeeeeeeneenes

No one ever saw him again.

He was never Seen again. ......ccceceeveeeerveesiveereeeseneesenens

Rembrandt painted this picture.

This picture is said to have been painted by Rembrandt. .

No one ever discovered the identity of the murdered man.
The identity of the murdered man was never discovered. .........coceevveervreercreenveennnn.

Someone is painting our house.

We are having our house painted. .......ccceeevevveerveernnnnns

The painters decorated our house last week.

We had our house decorated last Week. ....coeeeeeeeeneeneenennnes



